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of Yesterday, Today, and Forever, and Other Sermons. By Ezra Hoyt 
Byington, D.D. (Boston: Roberts Bros., 1897; pp. XV-+-322; 
$1.50.) Although these discourses are inscribed to the three churches 
which Dr. Byington has served, we are relieved to find that he does 
not publish them by their request, but on his own responsibility, and 
because he believes that, having done their work in the pulpit, they may 
still be of some use in a new form. We think that he is warranted in 
his confidence. As he says, the preaching of today has to be different 
in form rather than substance from that of the last generation. Dr. 
Byington is persuaded that it must aim at deepening the sense of 
personal freedom and responsibility, and that, while setting forth the 
unchanged gospel, it must be adapted to relieve the difficulties of those 
who are oppressed by honest doubt. The sermons in this volume, 
nineteen in number, are good examples of this high ideal of which the 
preaching for the twentieth century should be. The themes are, as a 
rule, excellently worded and fairly deduced from the texts — although 
we do not like the term "evil" as applied to the young man whom 
Jesus loved — and the sermons themselves are at the same time serious 
and genial, such sermons as would be likely to interest college stu- 
dents, to whom it is probable the most of them were addressed. As a 
minor error we may notice that it was not " Mr. Tennyson" but Lord 
Tennyson who wrote " Crossing the Bar," and we may suggest that no 
title is needed to prefix to a name so famous as his. — F. Harwood 
Pattison. 

The Validity of Papal Claims. By F. Nutcombe Oxenham, D.D. 
(London, New York, and Bombay : Longmans, Green & Co., 1897; 
pp. xv +112; $1.) The evidence submitted by the pope and the 
Vatican council, in support of papal claims, is subjected to a searching 
criticism and the result presented in a popular form. The conclusion 
is that "a legitimate claim to honorable preeminence has been devel- 
oped into an illegitimate claim to supreme dominion." While the 
author disclaims originality for the views presented, yet the student 
will find the discussion of Scripture texts, decrees of councils, and 
sayings of the Fathers, bearing upon the subject, decidedly interest- 
ing. — A Short History of the Book of Common Prayer: with an Appendix 
containing the Prayers of "The Book Annexed." By Rev. William 
Reed Huntington, D.D., D.C.L. (New York: Thomas Whittaker, 
1897; PP- 74; cloth, $0.50.) This brief but careful review of the 
evolution of the Book of Common Prayer closes with three lessons 
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drawn from its history: (i) kind words can never die, and many 
words of the prayerbook are kindly ; (2) the duty of being on our 
guard in the religious life against the " falsehood of extremes;" and 
(3) "We are not to confound revision with ruin, or to suppose that 
because a book is marvelously good it cannot be conceivably bet- 
tered." While the origin of Christian liturgy is found, by the author, in 
the apostolic age, he is far from maintaining that this binds liturgical 
worship on the church for all time. There is a refreshing lack of 
dogmatism in the discussion. — Alfred W. Wishart. 

Michael Solomon Alexander, der erste evangelische Bischof in 
Jerusalem. Ein Beitrag zur orientalischen Frage. Von Lie. J. F. A. 
deleRoi. (Gutersloh:C. Bertelsmann, 1897; pp.viii + 230; M.3; bound, 
M. 3.6o.=No. 22 of "Schriften des Institutum Iudaicum in Berlin.") 
This book is a real contribution to modern missionary biography. It 
is the story of a good man whose amiability and spotless character 
were recognized by all who knew him. Of Jewish birth, converted to 
Christianity at the age of twenty-six, he labored for twenty years for 
the conversion of his Jewish countrymen. He was a Hebrew scholar 
of high attainments, and for nine years professor in King's College, 
London, which position he relinquished to become a bishop of the 
Anglican church in Jerusalem. His life was not filled up with great 
deeds. The most remarkable event in connection with it was the 
interest Frederick William IV of Prussia showed in his appointment 
as a Protestant bishop in Jerusalem, and the opposition this appoint- 
ment called forth by ritualists like Pusey and Newman. The book 
has copious extracts from Dr. Alexander's sermons and addresses. 
In what way this biography should be a contribution toward the 
solution of the "oriental question" the author leaves his readers 
to infer. — A. J. Ramaker. 

Christianity and the Progress of Man, as Illustrated by Modern 
Missions. By W. Douglas Mackenzie. (Chicago : The Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 1897 ; pp.250; $1.25.) For strong grasp, clearness and vivid- 
ness of statement, and breadth of view, this book could hardly be 
surpassed. We are just now getting vastly improved study of, and 
consequently a vastly deepened respect for, the movement known as 
modern missions. The day is passing, if it has not already passed, 
when the shallow and flippant opinion of the casual traveler, or the 
would-be liberal, is accepted as final authority in the estimate of the 



